
 

 
ARBITRATION ACT 2010

 
An act to further and better facilitate 
resolution of disputes by arbitration; to 
give the force of law to the uncitral model 
law on international commercial arbitration 
(as amended by the united nations 
commission on international trade law on 7 
july 2006) in respect of both international 
arbitration and other arbitration; to give the 
force of law to the protocol on arbitration 
clauses opened at geneva on the 24th day 
of september 1923, the convention on the 
execution of foreign arbitral awards done 
at geneva on the 26th day of september 
1927, the convention on the recognition 
and enforcement of foreign arbitral awards 
done at new york on 10 june 1958 and to 
the convention on the settlement of 
investment disputes between states and 
nationals of other states opened for 
signature in washington on 18 march 
1965; to repeal the arbitration acts 19
1998; and to provide for related matters.
[8th march, 2010] 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS 
AS FOLLOWS: 
 
PART 1 

PRELIMINARY AND GENERAL

 
Short title and commencement.
1.— (1) This Act may be cited as the 
Arbitration Act 2010. 
(2) This Act shall come into operation 3 
months after its passing. 
 
Interpretation.  
2.— (1) In this Act: 
“arbitration” means— 
(a) an international commercial arbitration, 
or 
(b) an arbitration which is not an 
international commercial arbitration;
“arbitration agreement” shall be
in accordance with Option 1 of Article 7;
“award” includes a partial award;
“consumer” means a natural person, 
whether in the State or not, who is acting 
for purposes outside the person’s trade, 
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law on international commercial arbitration 
(as amended by the united nations 
commission on international trade law on 7 
july 2006) in respect of both international 
arbitration and other arbitration; to give the 

of law to the protocol on arbitration 
clauses opened at geneva on the 24th day 
of september 1923, the convention on the 
execution of foreign arbitral awards done 
at geneva on the 26th day of september 
1927, the convention on the recognition 

t of foreign arbitral awards 
done at new york on 10 june 1958 and to 
the convention on the settlement of 
investment disputes between states and 
nationals of other states opened for 
signature in washington on 18 march 
1965; to repeal the arbitration acts 1954 to 
1998; and to provide for related matters. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS 

PRELIMINARY AND GENERAL 

Short title and commencement. 
(1) This Act may be cited as the 

into operation 3 

(a) an international commercial arbitration, 

(b) an arbitration which is not an 
international commercial arbitration; 
“arbitration agreement” shall be construed 
in accordance with Option 1 of Article 7; 
“award” includes a partial award; 
“consumer” means a natural person, 
whether in the State or not, who is acting 
for purposes outside the person’s trade, 

business or profession; 
 “Geneva Convention” means
Convention on the Execution of Foreign 
Arbitral Awards done at Geneva on the 
26th day of September, 1927, the text of 
which is set out in Schedule 4 ;
 
“Geneva Protocol” means the Protocol on 
Arbitration Clauses opened at Geneva on 
the 24th day of September, 1923, the text 
of which is set out in Schedule 5 ;
 
“Minister” means the Minister for Justice, 
Equality and Law Reform;
“ Model Law ” means the UNCITRAL 
Model Law on International Commercial 
Arbitration (as adopted by the United 
Nations Commission 
Trade Law on 21 June 1985, with 
amendments as adopted by that 
Commission at its thirty
July 2006), the text of which is set out in 
Schedule 1 ; 
 
“New York Convention” means the 
Convention on the Recognition and 
Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards, 
done at New York on 10 June 1958, the 
text of which is set out in Schedule 2 ;
 
“State authority” means—
(a) a Minister of the Government,
(b) the Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland, 
(c) the Irish Land Commission,
(d) the Revenue Commissioners,
(e) a body established by or under any 
enactment, andfinanced wholly or partly, 
whether directly or indirectly, by moneys 
provided, or loans made or guaranteed, by 
a Minister of the Government or the issue 
of shares held by or on 
Minister of the Government;
“Washington Convention” means the 
Convention on the Settlement of 
Investment Disputes between States and 
Nationals of Other States opened for 
signature in Washington on 18 March 
1965, the text of which is set out i

 
“Geneva Convention” means the 

Convention on the Execution of Foreign 
Arbitral Awards done at Geneva on the 
26th day of September, 1927, the text of 
which is set out in Schedule 4 ; 

“Geneva Protocol” means the Protocol on 
Arbitration Clauses opened at Geneva on 

tember, 1923, the text 
of which is set out in Schedule 5 ; 

“Minister” means the Minister for Justice, 
Equality and Law Reform; 
“ Model Law ” means the UNCITRAL 
Model Law on International Commercial 
Arbitration (as adopted by the United 
Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law on 21 June 1985, with 
amendments as adopted by that 
Commission at its thirty-ninth session on 7 
July 2006), the text of which is set out in 

“New York Convention” means the 
Convention on the Recognition and 

nt of Foreign Arbitral Awards, 
done at New York on 10 June 1958, the 
text of which is set out in Schedule 2 ; 

— 
(a) a Minister of the Government, 
(b) the Commissioners of Public Works in 

(c) the Irish Land Commission, 
he Revenue Commissioners, 

(e) a body established by or under any 
enactment, andfinanced wholly or partly, 
whether directly or indirectly, by moneys 
provided, or loans made or guaranteed, by 
a Minister of the Government or the issue 
of shares held by or on behalf of any 
Minister of the Government; 
“Washington Convention” means the 
Convention on the Settlement of 
Investment Disputes between States and 
Nationals of Other States opened for 
signature in Washington on 18 March 
1965, the text of which is set out in 



www.pernetmartial.eu 

 

Schedule 3 . 
 
(2) In this Act— 
(a) a word or expression that is used in 
this Act and that is also used in the Model 
Law has, unless the context otherwise 
requires, the same meaning in this Act as 
it has in the Model Law, and 
(b) a reference to an Article is a reference 
to an Article of the Model Law. 
 
Application of Act. 
3.— (1) This Act shall not apply to an 
arbitration under an arbitration agreement 
concerning an arbitration which has 
commenced before the operative date but 
shall apply to an arbitration commenced 
on or after the operative date. 
 
(2) In this section, “operative date” means 
the date on which this Act comes into 
operation pursuant to section 1 . 
 
  
Repeals and effect of repeals.  
4.— (1) Subject to subsection (2), the 
Arbitration Acts 1954 to 1998 are 
repealed. 
 
(2) Subject to section 3 , the repeal of the 
Acts referred to in subsection (1) shall not 
prejudice or affect any proceedings, 
whether or not pending at the time of the 
repeal, in respect of any right, privilege, 
obligation or liability and any proceedings 
taken under those Acts in respect of any 
such right, privilege, obligation or liability 
acquired, accrued or incurred under the 
Acts may be instituted, continued or 
enforced as if the Acts concerned had not 
been repealed. 
 
(3) In this section “proceedings” includes 
arbitral proceedings and civil or criminal 
proceedings. 
 
Expenses. 
5.— The expenses incurred by the 
Minister in the administration of this Act 
shall, to such extent as may be sanctioned 
by the Minister for Finance, be paid out of 
moneys provided by the Oireachtas. 
 
PART 2 

ARBITRATION 

 
Adoption of Model Law.  
6.— Subject to this Act, the Model Law 
shall have the force of law in the State and 
shall apply to arbitrations under arbitration 
agreements concerning— 
(a) international commercial arbitrations, or 
(b) arbitrations which are not international 
commercial arbitrations. 
 
Commencement of arbitral proceedings. 
7.— (1) For the purposes of this Act and 
for the purposes of section 496 of the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1894 (as amended 
by section 29 ) arbitral proceedings shall 
be deemed to be commenced on— 
(a) the date on which the parties to an 
arbitration agreement so provide as being 
the commencement date for the purposes 
of the commencement of arbitral 
proceedings under the agreement, or 
(b) where no provision has been made by 
the parties as to commencement of 
proceedings as referred to in paragraph 
(a), the date on which a written 
communication containing a request for 
the dispute to be referred to arbitration is 
received by the respondent. 
 
(2) The Statute of Limitations 1957 is 
amended by substituting the following 
section for section 74: 
 
“74.— (1) For the purposes of this Act and 
for the purposes of any other limitation 
enactment, arbitral proceedings shall be 
deemed to be commenced on— 
(a) the date on which the parties to an 
arbitration agreement so provide as being 
the commencement date for the purposes 
of the commencement of arbitral 
proceedings under the agreement, or 
(b) where no provision has been made by 
the parties as to commencement as 
referred to in paragraph (a), the date on 
which a written communication containing 
a request for the dispute to be referred to 
arbitration is received by the respondent. 
 
(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(b), 
unless the parties otherwise agree, a 
written communication is deemed to have 
been received if it is served or given to the 
respondent in one or more of the following 
ways: 
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(a) by delivering it to the respondent 
personally; 
(b) by delivering it to the respondent’s 
place of business, habitual residence or 
postal address; 
(c) where none of the addresses referred 
to in paragraph (b) can be found after 
making reasonable inquiry, by sending it 
by pre-paid registered post or by any other 
form of recorded delivery service 
addressed to the respondent at his or her 
last known place of business, habitual 
residence or postal address. 
 
(3) Unless the parties otherwise agree, 
where a written communication under this 
section has been delivered to a 
respondent in accordance with subsection 
(2), the communication is deemed to have 
been received on the day it was so 
delivered. 
 
(4) For the purposes of subsection (2), a 
company registered under the Companies 
Acts shall be deemed to be habitually 
resident at its registered office in the State 
and every other body corporate (wherever 
it is incorporated) and every 
unincorporated body (wherever it carries 
out its activities) shall be deemed to be 
habitually resident at its principal office or 
place of business.”. 
 
Construction of Model Law and 
construction of arbitration clauses. 
8.— (1) Judicial notice shall be taken of 
the travaux préparatoires of the United 
Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law and its working group relating 
to the preparation of the Model Law. 
 
(2) The travaux préparatoires referred to in 
subsection (1) may be considered when 
interpreting the meaning of any provision 
of the Model Law and shall be given such 
weight as is appropriate in the 
circumstances. 
 
(3) Where parties agree that disputes 
under a contract or agreement or disputes 
arising out of a contract or agreement shall 
be submitted to arbitration, this shall 
include disputes as to the existence or 
validity of the contract or agreement. 
 

Functions of High Court. 
9.— (1) The High Court is— 
(a) specified for the purposes of Article 6, 
(b) the relevant court for the purposes of 
Article 9, and 
(c) the court of competent jurisdiction for 
the purposes of Articles 17H, 17I, 17J, 27, 
35 and 36. 
 
(2) The functions of the High Court— 
(a) under an Article referred to in 
subsection (1), or 
(b) under sections 10 , 23 or 25 , shall be 
performed by the President or by such 
other judge of the High Court as may be 
nominated by the President, subject to any 
rules of court made in that behalf. 
 
(3) An application may be made in 
summary manner to the President or to 
such other judge of the High Court as may 
be nominated by the President under 
subsection (2). 
 
(4) In this section “ President ” means the 
President of the High Court. 
 
Court powers exercisable in support of 
arbitral proceedings. 
10.— (1) Subject to subsection (2), the 
High Court shall have the same powers in 
relation to Articles 9 and 27 as it has in 
any other action or matter before the 
Court. 
 
(2) When exercising any powers in relation 
to Articles 9 or 27, the High Court shall 
not, unless otherwise agreed by the 
parties, make any order relating to security 
for costs of the arbitration or make any 
order for discovery of documents. 
 
Determination of court to be final. 
11.— There shall be no appeal from— 
(a) any court determination of a stay 
application, pursuant to Article 8(1) of the 
Model Law or Article II(3) of the New York 
Convention, 
(b) any determination by the High Court— 
(i) of an application for setting aside an 
award under Article 34 of the Model Law, 
or 
(ii) of an application under Chapter VIII of 
the Model Law for the recognition and 
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enforcement of an award made in an 
international commercial arbitration, or 
(c) any determination by the High Court in 
relation to an application to recognise or 
enforce an arbitral award pursuant to the 
Geneva Convention, New York 
Convention or Washington Convention. 
 
Time limits for setting aside awards on 
grounds of public policy. 
12.— Notwithstanding Article 34(3), an 
application to the High Court to set aside 
an award on the grounds that the award is 
in conflict with the public policy of the 
State shall be made within a period of 56 
days from the date on which the 
circumstances giving rise to the 
application became known or ought 
reasonably to have become known to the 
party concerned. 
 
Default number of arbitrators. 
13.— Unless otherwise agreed by the 
parties, the arbitral tribunal shall consist of 
one arbitrator only. 
 
Examination of witnesses. 
14.— Unless otherwise agreed by the 
parties, the arbitral tribunal may for the 
purposes of the arbitral proceedings 
concerned— 
(a) direct that a party to an arbitration 
agreement or a witness who gives 
evidence in proceedings before the arbitral 
tribunal be examined on oath or on 
affirmation, and 
(b) administer oaths or affirmations for the 
purposes of the examination. 
 
Taking evidence in State in aid of foreign 
arbitration.  
15.— The reference in Article 27 to an 
arbitral tribunal includes a reference to an 
arbitral tribunal conducting arbitral 
proceedings in a place other than the 
State. 
 
Consolidation of and concurrent 
arbitrations.  
16.— (1) Where the parties to an 
arbitration agreement so agree— 
(a) arbitral proceedings shall be 
consolidated with other arbitral 
proceedings, including arbitral 
proceedings involving a different party or 

parties with the agreement of that party or 
parties, 
(b) concurrent hearings shall be held, on 
such terms as may be agreed between the 
parties concerned. 
 
(2) The arbitral tribunal shall not order the 
consolidation of proceedings or concurrent 
hearings unless the parties agree to the 
making of such an order. 
 
Reference of interpleader to arbitration. 
17.— (1) Subject to subsection (2), where 
in legal proceedings relief by way of 
interpleader is granted by a court and it 
appears to the court that the issue 
between the claimants is one in respect of 
which there is an arbitration agreement 
between the claimants, the court shall 
direct that the issue between the claimants 
be determined in accordance with the 
agreement. 
 
(2) A court shall not direct that the issue 
between the claimants referred to in 
subsection (1) be determined in 
accordance with the arbitration agreement 
concerned where the court finds that the 
arbitration agreement is null and void, 
inoperative or incapable of being 
performed. 
 
(3) Where subsection (1) applies but the 
court does not direct that the issue be 
determined in accordance with the 
arbitration agreement, any provision that 
an award is a condition precedent to the 
bringing of legal proceedings in respect of 
any matter shall not affect the 
determination of that issue by the court. 
 
Interest. 
18.— (1) The parties to an arbitration 
agreement may agree on the arbitral 
tribunal’s powers regarding the award of 
interest. 
 
(2) Unless otherwise agreed by the 
parties, the arbitral tribunal may award 
simple or compound interest from the 
dates, at the rates and with the rests that it 
considers fair and reasonable— 
(a) on all or part of any amount awarded 
by the arbitral tribunal, in respect of any 
period up to the date of the award, or 
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(b) on all or part of any amount claimed in 
the arbitration and outstanding at the 
commencement of the arbitration but paid 
before the award was made, in respect of 
any period up to the date of payment. 
 
(3) Unless otherwise agreed by the 
parties, the arbitral tribunal may award 
simple or compound interest from the date 
of the award (or any later date) until 
payment, at the rates and with the rests 
that it considers fair and reasonable, on 
the outstanding amount of any award 
(including any award of interest under 
subsection (2) and any award of costs). 
 
(4) References in this section to an 
amount awarded by the arbitral tribunal 
include an amount payable in 
consequence of a declaratory award by 
the arbitral tribunal. 
 
(5) This section is without prejudice to any 
other power of the arbitral tribunal to 
award interest. 
 
Security for costs. 
19.— (1) Without prejudice to the 
generality of Article 19, the arbitral tribunal 
may, unless otherwise agreed by the 
parties, order a party to provide security 
for the costs of the arbitration. 
 
(2) A party shall not be ordered by an 
arbitral tribunal to provide security for the 
costs of the arbitration solely on the 
ground that the party is— 
(a) an individual who is domiciled, 
habitually resident, or carrying on business 
outside the State, or 
(b) a body corporate established under a 
law of a place other than the State or 
whose central management and control is 
situated outside the State. 
 
Specific performance. 
20.— Without prejudice to the generality of 
the Model Law, an arbitral tribunal shall, 
unless otherwise agreed by the parties, 
have the power to make an award 
requiring specific performance of a 
contract (other than a contract for the sale 
of land). 
 

Recoverability of costs, fees and expenses 
of tribunal.  
21.— (1) The parties to an arbitration 
agreement may make such provision as to 
the costs of the arbitration as they see fit. 
 
(2) An agreement of the parties to arbitrate 
subject to the rules of an arbitral institution 
shall be deemed to be an agreement to 
abide by the rules of that institution as to 
the costs of the arbitration. 
 
(3) Where no provision for costs is made 
as referred to in subsection (1) or where a 
consumer is not bound by an agreement 
as to costs pursuant to subsection (6), the 
arbitral tribunal shall, subject to subsection 
(4), determine by award those costs as it 
sees fit. 
 
(4) In the case of an arbitration (other than 
an international commercial arbitration) the 
arbitral tribunal shall, on the request of any 
of the parties to the proceedings made not 
later than 21 working days after the 
determination by the tribunal in relation to 
costs, make an order for the taxation of 
costs of the arbitration by a Taxing Master 
of the High Court, or as the case may be, 
the County Registrar; and the Taxing 
Master, or as the case may be, the County 
Registrar, shall in relation to any such 
taxation, have (with any necessary 
modifications) all the functions for the time 
being conferred on him or her under any 
enactment or in any rules of court in 
relation to the taxation of costs to be paid 
by one party to another in proceedings 
before a court. 
 
(5) Where the arbitral tribunal makes a 
determination under subsection (3), it shall 
specify— 
(a) the grounds on which it acted, 
(b) the items of recoverable costs, fees or 
expenses, as appropriate, and the amount 
referable to each, and 
(c) by and to whom they shall be paid. 
 
(6) Without prejudice to the generality of 
the European Communities (Unfair Terms 
in Consumer Contracts) Regulations 1995 
and 2000, an arbitration agreement— 
(a) to which one of the parties to the 
agreement is a consumer, and 
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(b) a term of which provides that each 
party shall bear his or her own costs, shall 
be deemed to be an unfair term for the 
purposes of those Regulations. 
 
(7) Section 3 of the Legal Practitioners 
(Ireland) Act 1876 shall apply as if an 
arbitration were a proceeding in the High 
Court and the Court may make 
declarations and orders accordingly. 
 
(8) In this section references to— 
“costs” include costs as between the 
parties and the fees and expenses of the 
arbitral tribunal; 
“ fees and expenses of the arbitral tribunal 
” include the fees and expenses of any 
expert appointed by the tribunal. 
 
Restriction on liability of arbitrators, etc. 
22.— (1) An arbitrator shall not be liable in 
any proceedings for anything done or 
omitted in the discharge or purported 
discharge of his or her functions. 
 
(2) Subsection (1) shall apply to an 
employee, agent or advisor of an arbitrator 
and to an expert appointed under Article 
26, as it applies to the arbitrator. 
 
(3) An arbitral or other institution or person 
designated or requested by the parties to 
appoint or nominate an arbitrator shall not 
be liable for anything done or omitted in 
the discharge or purported discharge of 
that function. 
 
(4) An arbitral or other institution or person 
by whom an arbitrator is appointed or 
nominated shall not be liable for anything 
done or omitted by the arbitrator (or his or 
her employees or agents) in the discharge 
or purported discharge of his or her 
functions as arbitrator. 
 
(5) Subsections (3) and (4) shall apply to 
an employee or agent of an arbitral or 
other institution or person as they apply to 
that arbitral or other institution or that 
person mentioned in those subsections. 
 
Effect of award. 
23.— (1) An award (other than an award 
within the meaning of section 25 ) made 
by an arbitral tribunal under an arbitration 

agreement shall be enforceable in the 
State either by action or, by leave of the 
High Court, in the same manner as a 
judgment or order of that Court with the 
same effect and where leave is given, 
judgment may be entered in terms of the 
award. 
 
(2) An award that is referred to in 
subsection (1) shall, unless otherwise 
agreed by the parties, be treated as 
binding for all purposes on the parties 
between whom it was made, and may 
accordingly be relied on by any of those 
parties by way of defence, set-off or 
otherwise in any legal proceedings in the 
State. 
 
(3) Nothing in this section shall be 
construed as affecting the recognition or 
enforcement of an award under the 
Geneva Convention, the New York 
Convention or the Washington 
Convention. 
 
(4) Articles 35 and 36 shall not apply in 
respect of an award in arbitral proceedings 
which took place in the State. 
 
New York Convention, Geneva 
Convention and Geneva Protocol. 
24.— (1) Subject to this Act— 
(a) the New York Convention, 
(b) the Geneva Convention, and 
(c) the Geneva Protocol, 
shall have the force of law in the State. 
 
(2) Subject to this Act, Article II(2) and 
Article VII(1) of the New York Convention 
shall be interpreted in accordance with the 
recommendation adopted by the United 
Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law on 7 July 2006 at its thirty-ninth 
session concerning the interpretation of 
those Articles. 
 
(3) Subject to this Act, Article II(3) of the 
New York Convention shall be construed 
in accordance with Article 8 of the Model 
Law. 
 
(4) The Minister for Foreign Affairs may by 
order declare that any state specified in 
the order is a party to the New York 
Convention and, while such order is in 
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force, the order shall be evidence that 
such state is a party to the Convention. 
 
Non-application of provisions of Act to 
Washington Convention, save in certain 
circumstances. 
25.— (1) This Act other than— 
(a) sections 11 , 14 and 15 , and 
 
(b) section 6 , in so far as it gives the force 
of law to Article 8(1) of the Model Law, 
shall not apply to proceedings pursuant to 
the Washington Convention. 
 
(2) In this section, “award” means an 
award rendered pursuant to the 
Washington Convention and includes any 
decision made— 
(a) pursuant to Article 49(2) of that 
Convention in relation to any question 
which the Tribunal referred to in that 
Article had omitted to decide in the award, 
or in relation to the rectification of any 
clerical, arithmetical or similar error in the 
award, 
(b) pursuant to Articles 50, 51 and 52 of 
that Convention, interpreting, revising or 
annulling the award, and 
(c) pursuant to Article 61(2) of that 
Convention in relation to costs. 
 
(3) Subject to this Act, the Washington 
Convention shall have the force of law in 
the State. 
 
(4) The Minister for Finance may 
discharge any obligations of the 
Government arising under Article 17 of the 
Washington Convention and any sums 
required for this purpose; and any 
administrative expenses incurred by the 
Minister for Finance as a result of 
acceptance by the State of the 
Washington Convention shall be paid out 
of moneys provided by the Oireachtas. 
 
(5) The pecuniary obligations imposed by 
an award shall, by leave of the High Court, 
be enforceable in the same manner as a 
judgment or order of the High Court to the 
same effect and, where leave is so given, 
judgment may be entered for the amount 
due or, as the case may be, the balance 
outstanding under the award. 
 

(6) Any person who applies to the High 
Court under subsection (5) for leave to 
enforce the pecuniary obligations imposed 
by an award shall lodge with his or her 
application a copy of the award certified in 
accordance with Article 54(2) of the 
Washington Convention. 
 
(7) Where an application is made to the 
High Court pursuant to subsection (5), the 
High Court shall, in any case where 
enforcement of an award has been stayed, 
whether provisionally or otherwise, in 
accordance with Articles 50, 51 or 52 of 
the Washington Convention, stay 
enforcement of the pecuniary obligations 
imposed by the award and may, in any 
case where an application has been made 
in accordance with any of those Articles 
which, if granted, might result in a stay on 
the enforcement of the award, stay 
enforcement of the pecuniary obligations 
imposed by the award. 
 
Survival of agreement and authority of 
arbitral tribunal in event of death.  
26.— (1) An arbitration agreement shall 
not be discharged by the death of any 
party thereto, either as respects the 
deceased or any other party, but shall in 
such an event be enforceable by or 
against the personal representatives of the 
deceased. 
 
(2) The authority of an arbitral tribunal 
shall not be revoked by the death of any 
party by whom he or she was appointed. 
 
(3) Nothing in this section shall affect the 
operation of any enactment or rule of law 
by virtue of which any right of action is 
extinguished by the death of a person. 
 
Provisions in event of bankruptcy. 
27.— (1) Where an arbitration agreement 
forms part of a contract to which a 
bankrupt is a party, the agreement shall, if 
the assignee or trustee in bankruptcy does 
not disclaim the contract, be enforceable 
by or against him or her insofar as it 
relates to any dispute arising out of, or in 
connection with, such a contract. 
 
(2) Where— 
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(a) a person who has been adjudicated 
bankrupt had, before the commencement 
of the bankruptcy, become a party to an 
arbitration agreement, and 
(b) any matter to which the agreement 
applies requires to be determined in 
connection with or for the purposes of the 
bankruptcy proceedings, and 
(c) the case is one to which subsection (1) 
does not apply, 
then, any other party to the agreement or 
the assignee or, with the consent of the 
committee of inspection, the trustee in 
bankruptcy, may apply to the court having 
jurisdiction in the bankruptcy proceedings 
for an order directing that the matter in 
question shall be referred to arbitration in 
accordance with the agreement and that 
court may, if it is of the opinion that having 
regard to all the circumstances of the 
case, the matter ought to be determined 
by arbitration, make an order accordingly. 
 
(3) In this section “assignee” means the 
Official Assignee in Bankruptcy. 
 
Full applicability to State parties. 
28.— This Act shall apply to an arbitration 
under an arbitration agreement to which a 
State authority is a party. 
 
Application of Act to arbitrations under 
other Acts.  
29.— (1) This Act, other than the excluded 
provisions, shall apply to every arbitration 
under any other Act as if the arbitration 
were pursuant to an arbitration agreement 
and as if that other Act were an arbitration 
agreement, except in so far as this Act is 
inconsistent with that other Act or with any 
rules or procedure authorised or 
recognised under that other Act. 
 
(2) The enactments specified in column (2) 
of Schedule 6 are amended to the extent 
specified in that Schedule. 
 
(3) In subsection (3) of section 496 of the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1894 , the 
reference to legal proceedings shall be 
construed as including a reference to 
arbitration. 
 
(4) In this section, “excluded provisions” 
means subsections (2) and (3), subsection 

(3) of section 8 , sections 17 , 26 , 27 , 30 
and 31 and Articles 12 and 13. 
 
 
Exclusion of certain arbitrations. 
30.— (1) This Act shall not apply to— 
(a) an arbitration under an arbitration 
agreement providing for the reference to, 
or the settlement by, arbitration of any 
question relating to the terms or conditions 
of employment or the remuneration of any 
employees, including persons employed 
by or under the State or local authorities, 
or  
(b) an arbitration under section 70 of the 
Industrial Relations Act 1946 . 
 
 
(2) Section 18 shall not apply to an 
arbitration conducted by a property 
arbitrator appointed under section 2 of the 
Property Values (Arbitration and Appeals) 
Act 1960 . 
 
 
Arbitration agreements and small claims, 
etc.  
31.— (1) Subject to subsection (2), a party 
to an arbitration agreement who is a 
consumer shall not be bound (unless he or 
she otherwise agrees at any time after the 
dispute has arisen) by an arbitration 
agreement where— 
(a) the agreement between the parties 
contains a term which has not been 
individually negotiated concerning the 
requirement to submit to arbitration 
disputes which may arise, and 
(b) the dispute which has arisen between 
the parties to the agreement involves a 
claim for an amount not exceeding €5,000. 
 
(2) For the avoidance of doubt, a 
reference in this section to a consumer 
shall not include an amateur sportsperson 
who, in his or her capacity as such, is a 
party to an arbitration agreement that 
contains a term concerning the 
requirement to submit to arbitration. 
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Power of High Court and Circuit Court to 
adjourn proceedings to facilitate 
arbitration.  
32.— (1) Without prejudice to any 
provision of any other enactment or rule of 
law, the High Court or the Circuit Court 
may at any time whether before or during 
the trial of any civil proceedings before it— 
(a) if it thinks it appropriate to do so, and 
(b) the parties to the proceedings so 
consent, 
by order adjourn the proceedings to 
enable the parties to consider whether any 
or all of the matters in dispute might be 
determined by arbitration. 
 
(2) Where a court makes an order under 
subsection (1), the adjournment shall be 
for such period as the court thinks fit. 
 
(3) The parties to the proceedings shall, 
on or before the expiry of the period 
referred to in subsection (2), inform the 
court hearing the civil proceedings 
concerned whether or not agreement has 
been reached between the parties that any 
or all of the matters in dispute should be 
dealt with by arbitration. 

 
(4) Where such agreement has been 
reached, the agreement shall be treated 
as an arbitration agreement for the 
purposes of this Act. 
 
(5) The court, in respect of an agreement 
referred to in subsection (4)— 
(a) where the agreement relates to all of 
the matters in dispute, shall by order 
provide for the discontinuance of the 
proceedings and may make such order as 
to the costs of the proceedings as it thinks 
fit, or 
(b) where the agreement relates to part 
but not all of the matters in dispute, may 
make such order as to the discontinuance 
of the proceedings as it thinks fit. 
 
(6) Where no agreement has been 
reached the court may make such order 
as it thinks fit in relation to the continuance 
of the proceedings. 
 
(7) This section is in addition to and not in 
substitution for any power of a court to 
adjourn civil proceedings before it.

 
 


